
 
 

Press Release 
 

   

visitBerlin / Berlin Tourismus & Kongress GmbH Press Officer:  
Press and Public Relations Katharina Dreger     
Am Karlsbad 11 Tel.: +49 (0)30 26 47 48 – 956  
D-10785 Berlin katharina.dreger@visitBerlin.de  
Fax: +49 (0)30 26 47 48 – 983                                                Christian Tänzler  
visitBerlin.de Tel.: +49 (0)30 26 47 48 – 912  
facebook.com/visitBerlin christian.taenzler@visitBerlin.de 

More Visitors from Arab Countries Coming to Berlin 
Overnight stays by visitors from the Arab Gulf States increase by over 90 per cent / 

visitBerlin supports cooperation between Air Berlin and Etihad  

Berlin, 14 January 2014 Berlin is welcoming more and more guests from the Arab countries. 

November 2013 saw 12,431 overnight stays, a 90.3% jump and the largest increase seen in 

recent years. In the first eleven months of 2013, guests from the Arab countries spent a total of 

174,954 nights in Berlin, an increase of 20.9% over the previous year. With an average of 4.4 

days, visitors from the Arab Gulf States stay in Berlin the longest (whereas the overall average 

stay is 2.2 days).  

“Word is spreading among Arab families and groups of friends: Berlin is a welcoming, tolerant 

city, which is appreciated by our Arab guests. In addition, a great selection of first-class hotels 

sets us apart,” says Burkhard Kieker, CEO of visitBerlin. “The numbers demonstrate the direct 

connection between non-stop flights to and from Berlin and the success of the city as a tourist 

destination. We need to thank Air Berlin and Etihad Airways for their daily flights to and from 

Abu Dhabi and Qatar Airways that flies a wide-body jet to and from Doha each day.”  

Arab guests are an important target group for Berlin. Especially families appreciate the city’s 

vibrant outdoor culture and its many sightseeing and shopping attractions. Arab visitors are 

generous with their pocketbooks, too, and spend an average of €337 per tax-free purchase.  

Berlin sees a rise in medical tourism 

In addition, an increasing number of visitors from the Arab-speaking world are coming to Berlin 

for its excellent medical services. Berlin and its top-ranked hospitals are catching up with 

Munich’s historical draw as the top destination for medical tourism in Germany. Just the seven 

Berlin hospitals with the largest numbers of international patients registered 9,271 international 

patients last year.  

Berlin Tourism in November 2013  

In the first eleven months of 2013, Berlin welcomed 10.5 million people from all over the world 

who spent 24.9 million nights in the city. The most important markets for this period were 

Germany, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, and the United States. The figures were 

announced today by the Amt für Statistik Berlin-Brandenburg. 
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visitBerlin 
“We know Berlin”. This is the slogan that Berlin Tourismus & Kongress GmbH, operating under the trade name visitBerlin, has been 
using since 1993 to advertise Berlin globally as a travel destination The visitBerlin Berlin Convention Office markets the German 
capital as a convention destination. After London and Paris, Berlin is third-most popular European city for tourism, with 24.9 million 
overnight stays in the German capital during 2012. Berlin is also one of the most popular destinations for conventions and meetings 
and is likewise ranked third. As a tour operator, visitBerlin offers a wide range of travel packages and also issues the official tourist 
ticket, the Berlin Berlin WelcomeCard. visitBerlinoperates five Berlin Tourist Infos. The Berlin Service Center (Tel. +49(0)30-25 00 25) 
provides information on the complete spectrum of tourist services in Berlin. Information on the capital city is available in 13 
languages at visitBerlin.de. 


